
Cury Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 13 January 2016 at 7.30pm at Cury Methodist Chapel, Cury
Councillors Present

A Boaden
(Chairman)

R Curnow
(Vice Chairman) 

P Ferris


B Lugg




Miss P Oates


R Wright



Clerk – Mrs S Folds

Cornwall Councillor Walter Sanger and PCSO Julia Berry were also in attendance.
1.
Apologies

A letter of resignation from Councillor A Murray had been passed to the Clerk at the beginning of the meeting.  She read the letter to the Councillors.  Due to length of time that Councillor Murray had been absent from meetings and the amount of recovery he still had to go through following his illness, he had decided to resign from the Council with immediate effect.
The Clerk was asked to write to Councillor A Murray accepting his resignation and thanking him for his efforts as a Councillor.  She would also inform the Elections Department at Cornwall Council and commence the vacancy process.

2.
Declarations of Interest 

None.
3.
Chairman’s Comments

None.
4.
Minutes 
Following the circulation of the minutes, it was proposed by Councillor R Curnow
, seconded by Councillor Miss P Oates and RESOLVED that the minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 09 11 November 2015 be approved as a true record and be duly signed by the Chairman.
5.
Matters arising from the above approved minutes

The Clerk asked Councillors if the dog exercising and subsequent fouling had ceased in the field adjacent to the Village Hall.  It was confirmed that there had been no sightings of dogs in the field since the tenant of the land had erected signs on the field gate.
6. 
Reports

(a)
Police Report

PCSO Berry read the Police Report, as attached to these minutes.  
Councillor R Wright asked PCSO Berry if she had any record of who hit the bridge at Nantithet.  Cornwall Council were in the process of obtaining Emergency Listed Building Consent to repair the bridge following a car crashing through it last month.  It was felt that Cornwall Council should recover the repair costs from the drivers’ insurance and not use tax payers’ money to repair the damaged bridge.  Cornwall Council had approached the Police who had been unable to advice the Council of the drivers’ details.  PCSO Berry would look into the matter and report back to the Clerk.

The Chairman thanked PCSO Berry for attending and she left the meeting.

(b)
Report from Cury School

The Clerk read the report from the School to the meeting, as attached to these minutes.
The Clerk would ask to be added to the newsletter email list and would circulate the emails to Councillors.

(c)
Report from Cornwall Councillor W Sanger
Councillor W Sanger wished everyone a Happy New Year.
He went on to say that Kate Kennally had been appointed at the CEO of Cornwall Council.  She would be relocating her family to Cornwall and had already taken up post.

The £165million contract with BT Cornwall had been terminated at the High Court due to failings on BT’s part.  BT Cornwall had taken over IT Services and associated services in a controversial decision made by Cornwall Council in March 2013.  Many of the employees had already been TUPE’d back to Cornwall Council and there had been no change in service level received to date.

As part of the Cornwall Deal to devolve powers to the County, the Government were forcing Cornwall Council to undertake a Boundary Review by May 2017, in time for the next elections.  It was thought that the Government wanted to reduce the amount of Cornwall Councillors from 123 to approximately 82.  Due to the very tight time constraints, Cornwall Council were fighting for an extension of time to allow for the Review to take place.

The Government were allowing Cornwall Council to raise Council Tax demands by an additional 2% solely for use within the Adult Social Care budget.  This would mean that Council Tax would rise by 3.97% in Cornwall and would cost the average Band D property an additional £1 per week.  The final decision on Council Tax increases would be taken by Cornwall Council in the near future.

The House of Lords had not accepted the recent attempts to lower the voting age to 16 in England.

Councillor W Sanger was asked to intervene in the restoration works to Nantithet Bridge following the car crash in December.  The Clerk would include him in the correspondence.

(d)
Helston and South Kerrier Community Network Panel

The Clerk attended the meeting held in December at Cury Village Hall.  A member of the Police and Crime Commissioners Team spoke to the meeting as well as the Open Spaces Officer for Cornwall Council.  Due to local Councils managing their own open spaces, the presentation by the Cornwall Council Officer was a waste of time.  It was again noted that rural Councils had a raw deal when it came to open space management – most Parish Councils on the Lizard Peninsula managed their own playing fields and cemeteries at their own expense, unlike in the towns where Cornwall Council managed the facilities.
The next Community Network Panel would take place on Wednesday 2 March 2016 at Cury Village Hall and a manager of Cormac would be in attendance.  The Clerk asked for any questions to be sent to her before that date.

The Chairman thanked Councillor W Sanger for attending the meeting.
7. 
Planning Matters

(a)
Planning Applications
(i)
PA15/10910 – Penvearne Farm – New general agricultural building – Mr & Mrs C Jenkin

Concern was raised by Councillors regarding the ongoing development of this farm.  A change of use had previously been granted on part of the disused chicken shed due to that business finishing.  A further permission had been granted to convert the older farm buildings into dwellings and the majority of the farmland had been sold off.  Although it was recognised that the chicken shed could not be used for housing cattle, Councillors were concerned that there was insufficient viability in building a shed for the dozen or so cattle on the 8 hectare farm.  It was thought that there could be a further change of use for the proposed barn to be used as an industrial unit in the future.

However, the Parish Council strongly agreed with supporting the farming community and it was proposed by Councillor R Wright, seconded by the Chairman and RESOLVED to support the planning application with the following condition attached to the permission:-

· The general agricultural building was only to be used for agricultural purposes.

It was also suggested that the Land Agent should explore the viability of the business as the biggest part of the farmland had been sold off previously and that a green roof should be erected, as other recent barn erections had been forced to have green roofs.   The Parish Council would not support a change of use for the building in the future should this planning permission be granted.

(b)
Planning Decisions

The Chairman read the Planning Decisions received from Cornwall Council:-

(i)
PA15/09228 - Mr & Mrs A Stott -2 Parknoweth, Churchtown - Proposed replacement roof covering, conversion of part of loft space to form habitable accommodation and construction of a dormer window extension – Approved
(c) 
Paperless Planning Update

The Clerk now had the knowledge to produce one document per planning application from the Cornwall Council website which would make viewing the plans on the laptop easier.  She would circulate one document for each planning application to Councillors when the agenda was published prior to each meeting.
Following much research, the Clerk had found a laptop, projector and associated accessories required for viewing the planning applications in the meetings.  A cheque for £728.97 had been requested by the Clerk, and the hardware would be purchased once the cheque had cleared.  
(d) 
Planning Correspondence
None received.

8. 
Parish Matters

(a) 
Playing Field
The Clerk advised the meeting that the fence and play equipment was still to be fixed by Tresidder Fencing.  It was hoped that the work would be undertaken in the near future, and the Clerk and Councillor B Lugg were in regular contact with the contractor.
Glendale were in the Parish undertaking works to the trees and bushes growing near to the overhead electric cables.  They had to do some work in the playing field and cemetery, and the Chairman had signed the relevant paperwork authorising the works.  He would also ask them to cut back the hedges in the allotments while they were on site.

(b)
Highways
The Clerk had been handed a letter from Mr Sugrue of Natithet Cottage at the beginning of the meeting.  He was raising concern over the lack of speed limit at Nantithet.  This issue was raised by residents of Nantithet on an annual basis, and the Clerk would contact the Highways Department at Cornwall Council again.
(c)
Public Rights of Way 
No issues were raised.
(d) 
Public Open Spaces
No issues were raised.
(e)
Emergency Plan
Councillor R Wright confirmed that the Parish Council had received a grant for £500 from Cornwall Council for having an Emergency Plan in place.  He suggested that the Parish Council purchased hi-vis vests for the volunteers which would have their position within the Plan printed on the rear.  The remaining money would be spent on future production costs and training events.  Councillor R Wright requested a cheque for £150 in the first instance to purchase the hi-vis vests.  It was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Councillor B Lugg and RESOLVED to sign a cheque for £150 for Councillor R Wright to purchase the hi-vis vests.
9.
Financial Matters 
(a) 
Precept for 2016/17

The Clerk had previously circulated the budget figures relating to setting the Precept Demand for 2016/17.  The Parish Council was in a sound financial position, and Councillor R Wright proposed a 10% decrease in the Precept Demand.  This proposal was debated but did not receive a seconder.  It was suggested that if the Precept was not to be reduced, some of the money in the bank account should be spent on improving the village.

It was the proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Councillor Miss P Oates and RESOLVED to keep the Precept Demand the same as the previous few years at £7,950.  This represented a 0% increase at a cost of £48.30 to a Band D property.  Some of the money in the bank account would be spent on improving the village.
(b)
To receive and approve the financial report for the previous two months

It was proposed by Councillor R Curnow, seconded by Councillor Miss P Oates and RESOLVED to accept the Financial Report.  The Chairman signed the Report.

(c)
To receive any LGA 1972 Section 137 Requests for grant funding 

A funding request had been received from the Helford River Children’s Sailing Trust.  It was proposed by Councillor R Curnow, seconded by Councillor Miss P Oates and RESOLVED to grant £150.00 to the organisation.
A funding request had also been received from the Cornwall Air Ambulance.  It was proposed by Councillor R Wright, seconded by Councillor B Lugg and RESOLVED to grant £100.00 to the organisation.

(d)
Other matters

The Clerk had made enquiries of the bank in relation to having a debit card for the account.  It was only possible for an individual to hold a debit card on the account, with no spending limits.  It was agreed to maintain a status quo and remain with the cheque book for payments.
10.
Correspondence

None.
11.
Matters for the next Parish Council Meeting 

The Clerk advised the meeting that she would be unable to make the next scheduled meeting. She was able to find someone to cover the meeting, or suggested that it was moved forward by one day.  Councillors were happy for the meeting to be held on Thursday 10 March 2016.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.47pm.

Signed: ……………………………………..

Dated: ……………………..



Chairman
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